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Programme Notes 

Away in a Manger is one of the most popular Christmas Carols, heard every year in a wide range of 

styles and arrangements. This arrangement uses the standard ‘Cradle Song’ melody sung in England, 

not the ‘Mueller’ American melody. A popular with both children and adults alike, this close harmony 

arrangement brings out the glorious homogenous sonorities of brass instruments combining. After 

the introduction which hints at the tune we are about to hear, the first section uses the trombones 

to create a moving carpet of sound whilst a trumpet, or optional flugelhorn recites the melody. The 

second section has cup muted soft trumpets playing little falling snow/bell motifs as the 

trombone continues the melody, until the whole ensemble join but die away. This leaves the horn to 

interpret the melody with the trombones as a reharmonised chorale, until the heraldic trumpets 

enter with fanfares which crescendos to a rousing key change and ending, all parts moving and 

intertwining. With subtle hints of other Christmas melodies in the texture, the piece dies away to 

the most beautiful pyramid chord ending, finishing with that first flugelhorn reminding us where it 

began. 

 
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 

Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 

ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 

Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 

If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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